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If you haven’t heard of an SPCC plan,
you’re not alone. Hundreds of Maine
facility owners and operators across

the state are quickly learning the impor-
tance of the acronym as the deadline for
compliance approaches. 

SPCC refers to spill prevention, control
and countermeasure, in relation to haz-
ardous oil spills. Federal SPCC regula-
tions, designed to safeguard property and
the environment, came into effect under
the authority of the Clean Water Act in
1973. Under SPCC federal guidelines, oil
is defined as (but not limited to) petrole-
um, sludge, oil refuse, oil mixed with
wastes, greases of animals and synthetic
oils. 

An SPCC plan is a detailed report that
guides facility owners and operators to
prevent spills and to minimize the impact
when oil spills occur by specifying proce-
dures for responding to, containing and
cleaning up a spill. According to federal

law, owners of any oil storage facility in
Maine with more than 1,320 gallons of
aboveground oil storage capacity should
already have implemented an oil spill pre-
vention plan; state regulations apply to
owners of retail and bulk storage facilities
that either market or distribute oil. How-
ever, many business owners and operators
throughout Maine are not in compliance. 

They should be, since spills from
aboveground storage tanks in Maine con-
tinue to contaminate our groundwater
and drinking water (in addition to surface
water), which ultimately affects our criti-
cal natural resources and our recreational
opportunities. Maine’s legislators and the
state’s SPCC program administrators are
concerned about groundwater contami-
nation because significant financial
resources have been allocated to Maine’s
drinking water program, which is one of
the best in the country. As of November
2003 — the most recent figures available
— approximately $2.9 million had been
spent on cleaning up spills that occurred
at retail service stations and bulk plants
from 1995 through 2002. 

A new state law authorizes the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection
to enforce compliance with existing feder-
al SPCC regulations for facilities that mar-
ket or distribute oil to others. All facilities
in operation prior to Aug. 16, 2002, are
required to have their SPCC plans
reviewed and updated as needed to meet
the current SPCC rules by Feb. 17, 2006,
and implement the revised plan by Aug.
18, 2006; all facilities that become opera-
tional after Aug.16, 2002 through Aug. 18,
2006 must prepare and implement an
SPCC plan by Aug. 18, 2006; and facilities
that become operational after Aug. 18,
2006 must  prepare and implement an
SPCC plan prior to beginning operations.  

The skeleton of an SPCC plan must
detail facility regulatory requirements,
general facility information and descrip-
tions of all oil storage facilities, training
programs, emergency procedures, spill
response plans, spill reporting proce-
dures, facility inspection schedules, site
security and emergency contact infor-
mation. The plan must be certified by
the facility’s owner to guarantee his or
her commitment to implement the plan
and to control and remove current and
future oil discharge. Current regulations
require that a professional engineer cer-
tify that the plan has been prepared
according to federal regulations; in addi-
tion, SPCC plans must be updated every
five years. 

The state’s SPCC plan program coordi-
nator, Sara Brusila of the Maine DEP, pro-
vides technical support to owners and
operators who are required to bring their
facilities into compliance. While the feder-
al Environmental Protection Agency can
show up unannounced at your facility for
a compliance audit, the state’s SPCC pro-
gram staff generally schedules site visits
ahead of time. Brusila says DEP’s focus is
on educating Maine facility owners in
order to prevent spills. 

The state has established a groundwa-
ter cleanup fund; however, facility owners
and operators must pay a deductible
should a spill occur on site. State law
requires owners of aboveground oil stor-
age facilities to report any spill at their
facility within two hours. Owners can be
hit hard with additional deductibles if
they are not in compliance with all appli-
cable regulations, including the SPCC
rules.

Brusila’s message is clear: “Be familiar
with your facility and SPCC plan, and be
prepared to act.” �
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P.O. Box 97, Naples, ME 04055
800-639-2136
www.lakesproperties.com

North View on Thompson Lake in Casco
Enjoy the privacy of this rare offering with 379' of
sandy waterfront on Thompson Lake. Boat dock
and mooring included. This quality built home was
custom designed, offering gracious living with com-
fort in mind. Featuring: 10 rooms with 4 bedrooms,
3 baths, screened porch, formal dining room and 2
fireplaces  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$985,000

Nancy Hanson 207-693-7270
or njhanson@lakesproperties.com

337 EAST MAIN STREET, YARMOUTH • 846.4398 • 1.800.244.4398 • estabrooksonline.com

Plant bulbs now
for a beautiful spring

We have one of Maine’s largest selections with over 
150 varieties of bulbs, including tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, 

crocuses, and specialty bulbs, plus amaryllis and paperwhites 
to brighten your home for the holidays.

THE MORE YOU BUY, THE MORE YOU SAVE!
MIX OR MATCH AND PAY 5% LESS FOR 5 BAGS,

10% LESS FOR 10, AND 20% LESS FOR 20.

Stop in soon for the best selection and for tools and 
fertilizer too, and visit our website for bulb planting tips.  

FALL IS FOR PLANTING!

OPEN EVERY DAY 8-5
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“This is the best move our com-
pany has ever made. Coldbrook
Business Park is handy to I-95.
The officials from the town were
easy to work with and an added
bonus was the tax rate.”

— Ed Armstrong,
Snowman Printing

No red tape, and
plenty of green!

Hermon is a great place for 
your business to SUCCEED.

www.hermon.net

How can your business 
be successful in Hermon?

Coldbrook Business Park
Call owner Tim Dysart at 942-4878
or Economic Development Director

Ron Harriman at 947-8595

Be prepared
The Maine DEP is enforcing oil spill prevention
compliance as a regulatory deadline approaches 
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What you need to know about SPCC
Who needs an SPCC plan: Those with
more than 1,320 gallons of aboveground
oil storage capacity; owners of new retail
and bulk storage facilities currently under
construction

Plan contents: Facility regulatory require-
ments, general facility information and de-
scriptions of all oil storage facilities, training
programs, emergency procedures, spill re-
sponse plans, spill reporting procedures, fa-
cility inspection schedules, site security and
emergency contact information

Spill reporting requirements: State law
requires owners of aboveground oil stor-
age facilities to report any spill at their
facility within two hours

Deadline for compliance: Varies, based on
facility’s age

SPCC resource: Sara Brusila, Maine
Department of Environmental Protection,
Bureau of Remediation & Waste
Management. 

Contact: 287-4804 
sara.brusila@maine.gov


